will confer a great favour on myself and Mas- Sidney to
ter Vulcobius by sending it to us; but take care Languet
to fold it in a small packet, and give it to the
person who usually forwards your letters. You
will settle about your portrait as you please. If
you had hopes of coming to us soon, it would be
needless to send it to me before, but your speed
in this matter is very slow. I wish you all health
and happiness, and give you joy of your safe
return to your friends. Greet Master Brusket and
your other attendants from me.

Vienna, April 23, 1^74.

XXIV

Sidney to Languet

ALTHOUGH I have no doubt you have re-

Aceived from many quarters, and even from
rumour itself, far more certain intelligence
than I can give you, writing at this date and
from this place, yet I think it my duty on so im-
portant a subjecft to have a few words with you
by letter. For, as I have always thought it the
most delightful fruit of friendship to converse
freely with one's friend, that is, with a second
self, on any subjedl, public or private; so this
present occasion of itself seems to demand of all
who care for the true religion, to dismiss every                       that you fail not your
